FOCUS: MSOs

GOVT TIGHTENS
NORMS FOR MSOs

The 1&B Ministry has started getting tough on
MSOs and has warned that the MSOs need to
follow the TRAI regulation of every distributor
of TV channels to get its SMS, CAS and other
related systems audited once in a calendar year

The Govt has instructed around 600 MSOs to
ensure they comply with the broadcasting rules. The
Govt has notified that 592 MSOs failed to follow the
TRAI regulation

Ministry in exercise of powers conferred under
Rule 10A (1) of the Cable Television Networks Rules,
1994 had directed all MSOs
to furnish information like
number of subscribers,
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enter into fresh interconnection agreements only
with "Compliant" MSOs and notify the MSOs under
them who have been marked as "Non-Compliant"
by MIB, adding that pursuant to this, broadcasters
have issued communications to all ‘Non-Compliant’
MSOs, having an interconnection agreement with
them.

The ministry observed that despite being in
operations and having executed interconnection
agreements with broadcasters, the majority of MSOs
continue to remain ‘Non-Compliant” and in violation of
the terms and conditions of their registrations and
I nterconnection Regulations, 2017 issued by TRAI.

Govt has further warned that M SOs are hereby
advised to furnish the requisite documents and get their
status changed to ‘Compliant’ latest by 15th August,
2023; failing which, necessary action as deemed
appropriate shall be initiated against them, including
cancellation of registration asM SO. B
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